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This newsletter provides an overview of the concepts your child will be working on this trimester.  

It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home.  Please feel free to contact your 

child’s teacher with any questions.    

 

Reading  
At school, students will… 

 Read smoothly with accuracy and expression, 

including multi-syllable words. 

 Describe the traits, motivations, or feelings of 

characters in a story and how their actions 

impact the story’s events. 

 Ask and answer questions referring to the text 

for the answers. 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in the text. 

 Compare and contrast stories (character, 

setting, and plot) by the same author. 

 Read at or above district grade level 

expectation by the end of trimester 1. 

At home, you can… 
 Encourage your child to read fiction chapter 

books, such as series books (ex:  Amber Brown) 

 Listen to your child read smoothly with 

expression. 

 Talk to your child about books they are 

reading. 

 Ask him/her to explain the characters and 

decisions the characters make in the story. 

 Read 15 minutes each night. 

 

Writing  
At school, students will… 

 Write narrative stories to share real or 

imaginative experiences or events. 

 Use temporal words and phrases, such as 

“eventually” or “the following day.” 

 Write in complete sentences using correct 

grammar, spelling, capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

At home, you can… 
 Write narrative stories together, where all 

family members contribute to a story. 

 Encourage your child to write every day by 

keeping a journal or diary with his/her own 

stories. 

Math 
At school, students will… 

 Immediately recall multiplication and division 

facts  

 Use multiplication and division up to 100 to solve 

word problems. 

 Solve area problems using multiplication. 

 Solve two-step problems involving four 

operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, 

division) 

At home, you can… 
 Review addition/subtraction facts (0-20) 

 Practice multiplication facts with products up to 

100.   

 Help your child understand the concepts of 

multiplication and division. 

 Practice solving two-step word problems using 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division.  
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Trimester 1 Reading Sample 

Sample Math Word Problems 



 
 

 
 

The Scary Dog 
 

 “Goodbye, Mom!”  Sara and I said.  We started walking to 
school.  It was Sara’s first day of school.  I was happy to be 
walking her on her first day. 
 
 We walked past tall trees and a little garden.  A little later, 
we walked past Mr. Jordan’s store.  Sara and I were singing.  
Then we turned a corner and heard a sound.  “GRRRR!” it went.  
I turned around to see what was making the noise.  It was a big, 
black, hairy dog.  It growled again.  The dog stepped closer and 
closer and CLOSER to us.  It growled even louder. 
 
 “Oh no, I can’t let the dog get us!”  I whispered to myself.  
Sara started to cry because she is afraid of dogs.  I held her 
hand and we started to run.  We ran and ran and ran.  The dog 
was still growling.  “GRRRR!”  It was getting closer. 
 
 “It’s coming close!”  Sara yelled.  “I’m scared.”  Sara started 
to cry even more.  The dog was huge.  It looked like a monster.  
I saw sharp teeth sticking out of its mouth.  I was scared, too. 
 
 The dog started to run after us.  I saw the red doors of the 
school.  We were almost there!  Mrs. Crowley let us in. 
 
 “Good job, Sara,” I said and gave her a big hug and a high-
five.  Then we started laughing.  I couldn’t believe we made it! 

 

Grade 3 Narrative Writing Sample 


